Comparing the Chinese and Russian approaches to southern Africa: the case of South Africa.
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The rising interest in southern Africa by both Russia and China has caught the eye of numerous scholars in the past years. Russian new policy towards Africa has been well documented, and the same stands for Chinese increasing cooperation with the continent, mainly in the context of its Belt and Roads Initiative, with many focusing on how these relations could damage the Western influence in the region. In this context, the case of South Africa stands out both due to its importance as hegemon in southern Africa as for its relevance as member of the BRICS and being one of the countries with deeper ties with Russia and China. This research attempts to analyze and compare the interests and strategies of both Moscow and Beijing towards Petroria. With that purpose, it will first look at the historical context of the relations of each country with South Africa, for then examining the economic, political, defense, axnd cultural interests, and how they are articulated in practice, by looking at the current bilateral projects, mutual trade and cultural cooperation. 
***

This research highlights the relevance of studying together the approaches of Russia and China towards Southern Africa. It demonstrates that they work on different levels, mainly because of their different interests and limitations by their corresponding capabilities, but they both share a pragmatic approach. 
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