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About morals, passions and characters is an embedded essay in the hybrid novel Filotheou Parerga of the phanariot scholar N. Mavrokordatos. This work is considered to be the first modern Greek novel as well as an exquisite example of early Enlightenment in eastern ambient. Nikolaos Mavrokordatos, son of Alexandros Mavrokordatos “the Exaporit”, was a cosmopolitan philosopher, educated to the utmost grade of erudition and having access to his father’s (and then his own) private library. His multilingualism, the Phanariot ambient but also his role as the Voevod of Wallachia and Moldova allowed him to associate with modern scholars either live or by correspondence, but also to be acquaninted with the modern ideas dominated within the Republic of Letters at the beginning of the 18th century. 

The essay we are here approaching is a sort of a handbook for aspiring authors about how history and poetry must be written. His proposal  is based on the examples of ancient writers, but also brings something new, following the orders of the early Enlightenment: the observation of human nature as a significant parameter that must be taken into account when attributing causes of history or  description of characters, as well as  the use of the measure. Via his essay N. Mavrokordatos finds the best chance to present in addition other ideas that reveal his idea of modernity and position in the controversy of Ancients and Moderns. The metafictional-narcissistic texture of the embedded essay also demonstrates N. Mavrokordatos’ innovative writing ability.

