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International student recruitment has been integral to the financial health of Udmurt State
University (UdSU) since 1996, it has been providing the school with new talented students and
scholars and expanding campus diversity. It is safe to assume that international recruitment has
become a central issue in an era of globalization for the university administration. Apparently,
this explains relevancy of the project. The purpose of this project is to attract as many
international Russian-speaking prospective students as possible using existing social media
accounts and internal resources (such as current active international students and student
communities (e.g., the International Student Club)).
The project consists of six stages: preparation and planning, researching experiences of other
universities, content creation, research the opinion of the target audience, implementation itself,
analyzing results. It is itself an online challenge on Instagram that has been implemented on the
1st of March. Its purposes are increasing the number of followers of our account and boosting
their engagement, attracting new perspective students. Also, we have chosen a strong stimulus
for them to participate, which is getting additional scores for the most active participants if
they decide to apply to UsDU.
The interactive content consists of video materials, pictures with unique design, texts, games,
mini-contests, vocational guidance events, lives and communication with our current students.
Most of these is also created by them, which makes the project highly budget friendly.
The said research was created on Google forms and was about topics that might have gotten
our perspective students concerned. This helped us at choosing issues to talk about in our
posts. Besides this, it also helped us learn more about our target audience, its demographical
characteristics (i.e., age, gender, country, preferred majors etc.), interests and channels that
they trust and get information from.
The practical importance of our work is in advertising and promoting the university on the
international educational market, attracting new students, and promoting the social media
channels.
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