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The Arctic region is a place where the strategic and geopolitical interests of many States and international organizations intersect. The growing attention to the described territory is related to many factors. However, nowadays, high priority is given to significant climate changes in the region and their consequences. On the one hand, the predicted natural transformations provide an opportunity to realize certain State interests and develop Arctic diplomacy in various areas successfully. On the other hand, such changes provoke the emergence of serious threats.
The importance of non-Arctic states concerning this region could not be disregarded in the study of issues related to economic and political cooperation in the Arctic and its sustainable development in general. Attention will be paid to the Arctic policy of Spain, Italy, and Germany within the framework of the presented work. The relevance of the selected theme is determined by the growing role of these states in solving environmental problems and energy and security issues. The purpose of the work is to analyze the Arctic policy of listed states: reasons for showing interest in such a remote region, methods of implementing their political and economic courses in the Arctic, relations with the Arctic states.
It is significant to note that there is no single “European view” of this region. Nevertheless, there are certain common goals and objectives that these states adhere to. The activities of these countries are intended primarily to studying issues related to ecology and climate change in the region. However, a decrease of  the ice sheet in the Arctic Ocean in the future may have a very negative impact on both the ecology of the region as a whole and its economy, primarily on the transport and social infrastructure. In this regard, all three states are interested in supporting scientific research to solve environmental and climate problems in the Arctic; in achieving sustainable economic development in the Arctic based on the reasonable use of resources; in stepping up constructive interaction and dialogue with the Arctic states.
Since 2006, Madrid has adhered to the policy of developing the region. In 2006, Spain became one of the 12 observer countries in the Arctic Council, in 2011 it became a member of the International Arctic Scientific Committee (IPC). In the same year, the post of Ambassador of the Kingdom of Spain for Arctic Affairs was established
. Spain's activities in the Arctic region are overseen by a specialized body - the Spanish Polar Committee. Barcelona, being interested in the environmental situation in the region, participates in the functioning of CAFF, EPPR, and AMAP
.
The priority areas of Madrid's activity in the Arctic are the development of fisheries, the region's shipping routes, tourism, as well as the implementation of its energy strategies at the expense of the region's natural resources
. In this regard, Spain is carrying out research activities to identify the opportunities that the region can provide for the development of the country's economy. It is important to note that in the development of the Arctic region, Madrid is guided exclusively by state interests, but does not have enough resources to conduct an independent course. In this regard, the Spanish leadership is focused on rapprochement and cooperation, first of all, with traditional partners in the EU and NATO
.
Germany is one of the permanent observers of the Arctic Council (since 1998), which also conducts active research work to study the ecological and economic situation of the polar region
. Concerning the political course of the state, it should be noted that the Federal Republic of Germany, having no possibility of direct influence on the activities of the Arctic Council, Berlin uses the potential of the European Union to a large extent shaping its policy for the development of the Arctic. In terms of security, Germany argues for the peaceful development of the polar region, but at the same time focuses on the implementation of various NATO formats for the development of the partnership, providing for the organization of an active dialogue between border countries.
 In turn, this can contribute to the aggravation of conflicts in the Arctic. 
Italy received the status of a permanent observer in the Arctic Council in 2013.Since then, the state's policy has been expressed in environmental, social, and humanitarian, research and economic courses.
 The leading center for scientific Arctic research in Italy is the National Research Council of Italy. In addition, the state regularly participates in Senior Officials' meetings and in the activities of working groups of the Arctic Council, where environmental issues of the region are often the central topics of discussion. In contrast with Germany and Spain, Italy attaches great importance to cooperation with Russia in the Arctic. The main projects of bilateral cooperation are aimed at developing the energy and transport systems of the region.
 Despite the fact that under the conditions of anti-Russian sanctions, a number of areas of cooperation were “frozen”.
Therefore, the growing influence of non-Arctic countries in the described region cannot be underestimated. All three countries are concentrating their efforts in the field of scientific study of ecology and climate change. In this regard, it is important to maintain cooperation with these countries in order to achieve the goals pursued by both Russia and other Arctic states.
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