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Abstract:This study examines the resilience of Chinese language education in Russia against the backdrop of geopolitical changes triggered by the Ukraine conflict from 2022 to 2024. By analyzing policy adaptation, cultural reconstruction, and regional cooperation mechanisms, the research reveals how Chinese language education continues to develop in complex environments and provides corresponding practical recommendations.
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1.Introduction

The outbreak of the Ukraine conflict has reshaped the geopolitical landscape of Eurasia, significantly impacting language education. In 2023, the Russian Ministry of Education introduced Chinese as a mandatory subject in ten technological universities, underscoring its strategic significance. The number of intensive Chinese courses in the Far East surged by 340%, reflecting the influence of economic and strategic cooperation on the demand for Chinese language skills.

This study explores the resilience of Chinese language education in Russia during crises, focusing on three key mechanisms: policy adaptation, cultural reconstruction, and regional cooperation.

Historical Background and Theoretical Framework

During the Tsarist era, the Oriental Languages Institute laid the foundation for Chinese language education. After the dissolution of the Soviet Union, Chinese language education transitioned from an "Oriental Studies" model to a more practical approach, as seen in the commercial Chinese textbooks at St. Petersburg University, which better align with international economic cooperation needs.

The geopolitical "buffer zone" theory explains the 220% increase in "Polar Navigation Chinese" training in the Arctic region. Postcolonial theory highlights the political and cultural significance of standardizing "Russian-style Chinese," exemplified by the terminology translation laboratory at Irkutsk National Technical University, which reflects the intersection of language and national policy.

Policy Adaptation and Discourse Reconstruction

Between 2022 and 2024, the frequency of the term "national security" in the "Strategic Foreign Language Education Directive" increased by 127%, demonstrating the growing importance of language education in foreign policy. Russia has adjusted its education policies, linking Chinese language proficiency certification to the Eurasian Economic Union's talent mobility framework to adapt to the new geopolitical landscape.

Terminological politics is also evident in the adaptation of textbooks in Crimea. For instance, Novosibirsk National University has standardized terms such as "special military operation," influencing the content and ideological orientation of Chinese language education.

Cultural Identity: Conflict and Negotiation

In Chinese language classrooms at Moscow University, interactive comparisons between the "Red Culture" module and Tatar culture reflect the negotiation process of cultural identity. Social media data indicate that 54% of Russian netizens view Chinese as a tool for economic development, while 29% assess its impact from a cultural perspective.

Educational Resilience from a Regional Comparative Perspective

Eurasian Economic Union member states have adopted different strategies for Chinese language education: Kazakhstan emphasizes language skills for economic cooperation, Belarus focuses on cultural exchanges, while Uzbekistan integrates Chinese language education with the "Digital Silk Road."

Research Implications and Strategic Recommendations

Chinese language education is perceived as a "linguistic shield" with strategic significance. The Institute of Far Eastern Studies of the Russian Academy of Sciences has proposed a "Red-Yellow-Green" early warning system, emphasizing the role of language education in national security.

To ensure the sustainable development of Sino-Russian educational cooperation, this paper recommends a "dual-track strategy" combining policy risk assessment with cultural adaptation transformation. Drawing on the experience of six "Chinese + Professional Studies" laboratories, this strategy can enhance curriculum adaptability while mitigating risks associated with policy changes.

Furthermore, leveraging the BRICS framework to develop a multilateral language certification system and strengthening cooperation in artificial intelligence, cybersecurity, and other fields will help cultivate multilingual and interdisciplinary talent, deepening bilateral educational cooperation.
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