FANO Insurgency in Amhara: Catalyst for Revolution or Prelude to a Regional Domino Effect?
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The FANO insurgency in Ethiopia’s Amhara region has emerged as a significant challenge to the Ethiopian federal government, raising questions about its classification as an ethnic uprising or a broader revolutionary movement. This study examines the insurgency through the lens of revolutionary theory, focusing on the tactics and outcomes of the ongoing conflict in Amhara. By comparing the FANO movement with other ethnic uprisings in the Horn of Africa—such as those in Chad, Sudan, and South Sudan—this study argues that the insurgency is a product of Ethiopia’s non-secessionist ethnic federalism (Aalen, 2006; Abbink, 2011) and a potential catalyst for regional instability. The findings highlight the complex interplay of ethnic nationalism, political marginalization, and revolutionary tactics that shape the trajectory of the conflict (Clapham, 2017; De Waal, 2015).
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